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BACKGROUND:
Climate justice debates
often overlook the lived
experiences of frontline
communities. Yet,
Indigenous peoples, urban
activists, and marginalized
residents are not passive
victims, they lead
movements that reshape
policies and governance.
Through case studies and
research we see how local
activism turns crisis into
systemic change.

METHODS:

1. Analyzed academic and
activist sources

2. Examined case studies

3. Mapped relationships
between grassroots
activism and policy
change.

4. Visualized patterns of
resistance and reform
across contexts.

Frontline communities are not just resisting

harm, but they are actively rewriting the rules

of climate policy, turning their local fights

into bigger structural change.
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Infrastructure decisions prioritize profit
over community safety, especially in
Indigenous and marginalized areas.

These decisions cause immediate and
long-term harm, from contaminated
water and disease to land seizure and
cultural erasure.

Residents organize, protest, and
investigate, turning lived experience
into collective resistance.

Movements gain power through
alliances with legal advocates,
scientists, NGOs, and push for
accountability in court and policy
arenas.

Grassroots pressure leads to policy
changes, but true transformation
depends on follow-through and
continued community involvement.

e Policy without power
falls short: Awareness
doesn’t automatically equal
justice, so community
enforcement remains
essential.

Resistance evolves:
From courtrooms to
advisory boards, strategies
are flexible and adaptive to
the communities needs
Green # just: Renewable
projects can still harm if led
by corporations and
imposed on local
communities.

Lived experience is
expertise: Communities
can force recognition of
what official channels
1gnore.

Case Studies:
Standing Rock: Protest
camps modeled Indigenous

sovereignty and globalized

resistance.

Flint: Community science
and lawsuits forced partial
policy reforms, but justice
remains incomplete.

WE ACT: Sustained urban
advocacy institutionalized
community leadership in
NYC’s environmental policy.
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