Rivers at the Core: How Geography Shaped

the History and Future of Broome County Broome County was built by its rivers—but those

;RESENTER: same rivers threaten It.
ach Hood

Broome County’s entire

. - The Susquehanna and Chenango shaped where people settled, how industry
evelopment—economic, environmental, and _ : _ : , _
cultural—has been shaped by its geography. grew, and why flooding continues to define the region’s future. Understanding
The confluence of the Susquehanna and the geOgraphy iS key tO reSiIient p|anning_

Chenango Rivers not only influenced where
people settled, but also how they farmed,
traded, industrialized, and now adapt to
modern climate risks. These rivers have driven
prosperity and disaster, creating both

opportunity and vulnerability. EARLY SETTLEMENT

I Native American settlements along rivers Repeated major floods in 1365,

1935-36, 1972, 2006, 2011
CANAL ERA —
METHODS . . 2011 flood: $500M+ in damages
1. Historical analysis using primary and | Chenango Canal connects Binghamton to Erie Canal
secondary sources 7,300+ structures affected, major public

2. Review of Broome County and NY RAILROAD EXPANSION closures

State planning documents

3. Case studies of infrastructure, flooding,
and revitalization

4. GIS and archival maps for geographic
Insights

Erie Railroad enables growth of factory cities “The HMP is our roadmap to resilience.”

“Hazard mitigation reduces loss of life
and property.”

FLOOD EVENTS 2014: Community Risk & Resiliency Act
. e (CRRA)
RESULTS Severe flooding causes significant damage

1837: Chenango Canal opens; economic
boom

2023: Mandatory flood disclosure law

2025: New cap on flood insurance

1848: Erie RR arrives; factory cities rise requirements

1972-2011: 4 major floods — $500M+ in
damage

“Broome County Comprehensive Plan." Broome County Planning Department, 2013. yx i s 2420Countv%20¢ %420Plan pdf.
“Broome Cou ns/Civil -Risk “ount

e Canal Corporation, www canalsnvgov/historv/chenango himl.

Modern plans focus on parks, levees,
green infrastructure
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http://www.gobroomecounty.com/files/planning/pdfs/Broome%20County%20Comprehensive%20Plan.pdf
http://www.nab.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Flood-Risk-Management/Broome-County/
http://www.canals.ny.gov/history/chenango.html
http://www.binghamton-ny.gov/chenango-river-promenade
http://www.weather.gov/bgm/pastfloodsep2011
http://www.ibm.com/ibm/history/exhibits/endicott/endicott_intro.html
http://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/products-tools/levee-inventory
http://www.gobroomecounty.com/planning/NRI
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/107072.html
http://www.gobroomecounty.com/files/planning/pdfs/TwoRiversGreenwayVisionPlan.pdf
http://www.ny.gov/programs/upstate-revitalization-initiative
http://www.nab.usace.army.mil/Missions/Dams-Recreation/Whitney-Point-Lake/

