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Regime support 1s more likely under certain
iconditions, and authoritarians take steps to ensure
those conditions are met or otherwise controlled.
Support = Legitimacy

Systemic Control

Legitimate to Whom? ||Loyalty Over Longevity

Bureaucratic Friction

The goal of propaganda
may not be as straight
-forward as commonly
assumed. Even outlandish
claims and unbele1vable
factoids can go a ways

Putin’s Television - NTV
in 2000 - informational
media monopoly

Modern authoritarians use Established government has legitimacy through
the visage of democracy to resence. Using existing avenues of democratic
assert themselves as friction to suppress opposition keeps the system

legitimate rulers of regimes. valid, but the authoritarian in charge.
The key 1nstitution here 1s

Election Fraud & Power

Plays towards making a voter base the electoral system itself,
, , apathetic to politics as a and the means whereby
Russian Oligarchs & whole. power 1s mitially grasped.
Definition of Legitimacy Personal Loyalty Modern autocracies have

commonly democratically
clected the leader that later
became autocrates, as the

further st.eps.in the Abusing Democracy
progression 1s where

Calling the Ukrainian
government “Pro-Naz1” may
not be convincing, but 1t

does help obscure clarity and

Constitutional Changes
(President until 2036)

obfuscate justification.

authoritarianism becomes

| Many authoritarians are in power by democratic means
CICAl.

nd stay there by those same means, just warped and
bused by informal power, as used to inflict change
onstitutionally to democratic institutions.

“Diffuse” VS “Specific” Legitimacy

Findings & Conclusion

Personalist authoritarian regimes benefit from privatization in
the same way that party based regimes benefit from
nationalization. The use of institutions to benefit individuals

1s universally an authoritarian move, but the longevity of the
systemic manipulation depends on whether that authority 1s
invested in an 1ndividual or a party / 1ideology.




